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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on December 29, 2003 has been entered. 

Withdrawn Rejections 

2. The 35 U.S.C 102 rejection of claims 1-4, 6, 10, 16 and 17 as anticipated by Roze has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

3. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claims 5 and 7 over Roze in view of House has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

4. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claim 1 1 over Roze in view of Udwin et al. has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

5. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claims 8, 9 and 12-15 over Roze in view of Youngs has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

6. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claim 18 over Roze in view of Gelardi et al. has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

7. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claim 19 over Roze in view of House and in view of Gelardi 
et al has been withdrawn due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 
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8. The 35 U.S.C 103 rejection of claim 20 over Roze in view of Youngs has been withdrawn 
due to the Applicant's amendment filed on 12/29/03. 

9. The 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection of claim 7 over Brinkhurst '452 and Brinkhurst '450 has been 
withdrawn due to the Applicant's arguments filed on 12/29/03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 1-6, 10, 16-19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 452). 

Brinkhurst discloses a storage container for holding items of recorded media, the storage 
container comprising a cover having a front cover member (Fig. 4, #1 1), a rear cover member (Fig. 4, 
#12), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed between the front and rear cover members; the spine 
having an outer surface and an inner surface, the outer surface of the outer spine being exposed for 
viewing when the cover is closed; the inner and outer surfaces being opposite surfaces of a unitary 
spine body; a page having a structure that is adapted to hold at least one item of recorded media (Fig. 
4, #13); no portion of the page overlying the outer surface of the spine (see page 4, lines 26-28 and 
page 5, lines 1-2); the page having at least one edge (Fig. 4, #13); the edge of the page (Fig. 4, #13) 
being connected to the inner surface of the outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) to connect the page to the cover 
(see page 4, lines 26-28 and page 5, lines 1-2); and the front and rear cover members being moveable 
between open and closed positions. Regarding claim 2, the structure of each page (Fig. 5, #13) is 
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adapted to hold two items of recorded media; the structure holding the items of recorded media on 
opposite sides of the page (see page 9, lines 10-14). Regarding claim 3, each page includes two page 
halves connected together (Fig, 5, #13). Regarding claim 4, each page is substantially rigid (Fig. 5, 
#13). Regarding claim 5, the cover is fabricated from paperboard (see page 5, line 27). Regarding 
claim 6, each page is connected to the cover with an adhesive (see page 4, lines 26-28 and page 5, 
lines 1-2). Regarding claim 10, the page halves are connected together with adhesive (see page 5, 
lines 1-2). Regarding claim 16, note a further comprising second page having a structure adapted to 
hold at least one item of recorded media; the second page having at least one edge; the edge of the 
second page connected to the inner surface of the spine (see page 6, lines 20-25). Regarding claims 
17 and 18, note the cover defines a hinge between the front cover member and the spine and a hinge 
between the rear cover member and the spine (see page 5, lines 11-14). Regarding claims 21 and 22, 
note the front and rear covers (Fig. 4, #1 1 and #12) are free of connections to any pages. 

Regarding claim 19, Brinkhurst discloses a storage container for holding items of recorded 
media, the storage container comprising a paperboard cover (see page 5, line 27) having a front cover 
member (Fig. 4, #1 1), a rear cover member (Fig. 4, #12), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed 
between the front and rear cover members; the outer spine being a unitary body having an outer 
surface and an inner surface, the outer surface of the outer spine being exposed for viewing when the 
cover is closed; the cover defining a hinge between the front cover member and the outer spine and a 
hinge between the rear cover member and the outer spine (see page 6, lines 20-25); each hinge being 
a living hinge; a page having a structure adapted to hold two items of recorded media on opposite 
sides of the page (Fig. 4, #13; also see page 6, lines 19-21); no portion of the page overlying the outer 
surface of the spine (see page 4, lines 26-28 and page 5, lines 1-2); the page having at least one edge 
(Fig. 4, #13); the edge of the page (Fig. 4, #13) being connected to the inner surface of the outer 
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spine (Fig. 4, #8) with an adhesive to connect the page to the cover (see page 4, lines 26-28 and page 
5, lines 1-2); and the front and rear cover members being moveable between open and closed 
positions. 

12. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 
450). 

Brinkhurst discloses a storage container for holding items of recorded media, the storage 
container comprising a cover having a front cover member (Fig. 4, #1 1), a rear cover member (Fig. 4, 
#12), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed between the front and rear cover members; the spine 
having an outer surface and an inner surface, the outer surface of the outer spine being exposed for 
viewing when the cover is closed; the inner and outer surfaces being opposite surfaces of a unitary 
body; a page having a structure that is adapted to hold at least one item of recorded media (Fig. 4, 
#13); no portion of the page overlying the outer surface of the spine (see page 4, lines 12-15); the 
page having at least one edge (Fig. 4, #13); the edge of the page (Fig. 4, #13) being connected to the 
inner surface of the outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) to connect the page to the cover (see page 4, lines 12-15); 
and the front and rear cover members being moveable between open and closed positions. Regarding 
claim 2, the structure of each page (Fig. 5, #13) is adapted to hold two items of recorded media; the 
structure holding the items of recorded media on opposite sides of the page (see page 7, lines 15-17). 
Regarding claim 3, each page includes two page halves connected together (Fig. 5, #13; also see 
page 7, lines 14-17), Regarding claim 4, each page is substantially rigid (Fig. 5, #13). Regarding 
claim 5, the cover is fabricated from paperboard (see page 5, line 3). Regarding claim 6, each page is 
connected to the cover with an adhesive (see page 4, lines 12-15). 

13. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hanselmann (1,186,312). 
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Hanselmann discloses a storage container for holding items of recorded media; the storage 
container comprising a cover having a front cover member (Figs. 1 and 3, element A), a rear cover 
member (Figs. 1 and 3, element A'), and an outer spine (Fig, 3, element B) disposed between the 
front and rear cover members; the spine having an outer surface and inner surface, the outer surface 
of the outer spine being exposed for viewing when the cover is closed; the inner and outer surfaces 
being opposite surfaces of a unitary spine body; a page having a structure that is adapted to hold at 
least one item of recorded media (Figs. 1 and 3, element D); no portion of the page overlying the 
outer surface of the spine; the page having at least one edge; the edge of the page being connected to 
the inner surface of the outer spine to connect the page to the cover; and the front and rear cover 
members being moveable between open and closed positions. 

14. Claims 1, 17, 18 and 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dudzik 
(GB 2 154 550). 

Dudzik discloses a storage container for holding items of recorded media; the storage 
container comprising a cover having a front cover member (Fig. 1 , element 1 1), a rear cover member 
(Fig. 1, element 13), and an outer spine (Fig. 1, element 12) disposed between the front and rear 
cover members; the spine having an outer surface and inner surface, the outer surface of the outer 
spine being exposed for viewing when the cover is closed (Fig. 2, element 12); the inner and outer 
surfaces being opposite surfaces of a unitary spine body; a page having a structure that is adapted to 
hold at least one item of recorded media (Fig. 1, element 14); no portion of the page overlying the 
outer surface of the spine; the page having at least one edge; the edge of the page (Fig. 3, element 14) 
being connected to the inner surface of the outer spine (Fig. 3, element 12) to connect the page to the 
cover (see col. 2, lines 68-70); and the front and rear cover members being moveable between open 
and closed positions. Regarding claim 17, note the cover defines a hinge between the front cover 
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member and the spine and a hinge between the rear cover member and the spine (see col. 2, lines 72- 
80). Regarding claim 18, note each hinge is a living hinge (see col. 2, lines 72-75). Regarding claim 
21 , note the front and rear covers (Fig. 3, elements 1 1 and 13) are free of connections to any pages. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 8, 9 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 452) or Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 450) in view of Youngs (4,850,731). 

Both Brinkhurst '452 and Brinkhurst '450 disclose Brinkhurst discloses a storage container 
for holding items of recorded media, the storage container comprising a cover having a front cover 
member (Fig. 4, #1 1), a rear cover member (Fig. 4, #12), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed 
between the front and rear cover members; the spine having an outer surface and an inner surface, the 
outer surface of the outer spine being exposed for viewing when the cover is closed; a page having a 
structure that is adapted to hold at least one item of recorded media (Fig. 4, #13); the page having at 
least one edge (Fig. 4, #13); the edge of the page (Fig. 4, #13) being connected to the inner surface of 
the outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) to connect the page to the cover; and the front and rear cover members 
being moveable between open and closed positions. However, both fail to disclose the page halves 
connected with locking fingers and a literature card disposed between the page halves. Youngs 
teaches that page halves being connected with locking fingers (Fig. 4, #70) and a literature card (Fig. 
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4, #12) disposed between the page halves is old and well-known in the analogous art for the purpose 
of producing a storage container for holding recorded media. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to have provided locking fingers to connect the page halves and a 
literature card disposed between the page halves in either Brinkhurst '450 or Brinkhurst '452 as 
suggested by Youngs in order to produce a storage container for holding recorded media. 
17. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brinkhurst (GB 2 
274 452) or Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 450) in view of Udwin et aL (6,1 06,01 5). 

Both Brinkhurst '452 and Brinkhurst '450 disclose Brinkhurst discloses a storage container 
for holding items of recorded media, the storage container comprising a cover having a front cover 
member (Fig. 4, #1 1), a rear cover member (Fig. 4, #12), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed 
between the front and rear cover members; the spine having an outer surface and an inner surface, the 
outer surface of the outer spine being exposed for viewing when the cover is closed; a page having a 
structure that is adapted to hold at least one item of recorded media (Fig. 4, #13); the page having at 
least one edge (Fig. 4, #13); the edge of the page (Fig. 4, #13) being connected to the inner surface of 
the outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) to connect the page to the cover; and the front and rear cover members 
being moveable between open and closed positions. However, both Brinkhurst '452 and Brinkhurst 
'450 fail to disclose the page halves being connected with a weld. Udwin et aL teaches it is old and 
well-known in the analogous art to have welding (see col. 6, lines 10-12) for the purpose of providing 
secure attachment of each page halve in producing a storage container for recorded media. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to have provided a weld in either Brinkhurst '450 or Brinkhurst '452 
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as suggested by Udwin et al. in order to provide a secure attachment of each page halve to produce a 
storage container for recorded media. 

1 8. Claims 20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brinkhurst 
(GB 2 274 452) or Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 450) in view of Youngs. 

Both Brinkhurst '450 and Brinkhurst '452 disclose a storage container for holding items of 
recorded media; the storage container comprising a cover having a front cover member (Fig. 4, #1 1), 
a rear cover member (Fig. 4, #1 2), and an outer spine (Fig. 4, #8) disposed between the front and rear 
cover members; the spine having an outer surface and an inner surface, the outer surface of the outer 
spine being exposed for viewing when the cover is closed; a page having a structure (Fig. 4 and 5, 
#13) adapted to hold two items of recorded media on opposite sides of the page; the page (Fig. 4, 
#13) having at least one edge; the edge of the page being connected to the inner surface of the outer 
spine (Fig. 4, #8) with an adhesive to connect the page to the cover; each page (Fig. 4, #13) being 
substantially rigid and including two halves; and the front (Fig. 4, #11) and rear (Fig. 4, #12) cover 
members being moveable between open and closed positions. However, both Brinkhurst '452 and 
Brinkhurst '450 fail to disclose a literature card being disposed between the page halves. Youngs 
teaches it is old and well-known in the analogous art to have a literature card (Fig. 4,-#12) being 
disposed between page halves for the purpose of producing a storage container for holding items of 
recorded media. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to have provided a literature card being disposed between the page 
halves in either Brinkhurst '450 or Brinkhurst '452 as suggested by Youngs in order to produce a 
storage container for holding items of recorded media. 
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Regarding claim 23, note in Brinkhurst '450 and Brinkhurst '452 the front and rear covers 
are free of connections to any pages (Fig. 4, #1 1 and #12). 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed December 29, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant states that, "the Applicant has amended the independent claims to recite that no 
portion of Applicant's pages overlie the outer surface of the spine. The Brinkhurst devices uses clips 
23 and 24 that overlie the outer surface of the spine. Applicant's invention avoids these types of 
clips." However, it is to be pointed out that there are other embodiments taught in both Brinkhurst 
'450 (see page 4, lines 12-15) and Brinkhurst '452 (see page 4, lines 26-28 and page 5, lines 1-2) that 
suggest an adhesive not clips to connect the edge of the page to the spine. Therefore, no portion of 
the page would overly the outer surface of the spine when an adhesive is used to connect the edge of 
the page to the spine. Thus, Brinkhurst '452 and Brinkhurst '450 clearly teaches the present invention 
as presently claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claim 7 is allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: The prior art [Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 450) and Brinkhurst (GB 2 274 452)] fails to 
teach or suggest the edge of the page connected to the cover being V-shaped in cross-section to 
provide a pocket for the adhesive. 
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Conclusion 



21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Catherine Simone whose telephone number is (571)272-1501 The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 



Harold Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1 498. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 





Catherine Simone 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 
February 5, 2004 



